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PARISH CLERGY
Fr. Peadar Murphy, Aghabullogue:
Phone - 7334035   Mobile - 087/2209257   E-Mail - frpadderem@eircom.net
Fr. Brendan Mallon, Coachford: Phone - 7334059

**Sunday, 25 December, is the Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour is born to the world. True peace has descended from heaven. A light will shine on us this day, the Lord is born for us: he shall be called Wonderful God, Prince of peace, Father of the world to come; and his kingship will never end.                        

WEEKDAY MASSES DURING THE COMING WEEK

Coachford:

Monday and Tuesday at 10 a.m.




Friday at 9.15 a.m. 

Rylane:


Monday at 11 a.m.




Wednesday at 9.30 a.m. 

Aghabullogue:

Tuesday at 11 a.m.




Thursday and Saturday at 9.30 a.m. 




Saturday (New Year’s Eve Mass) at 11.30 p.m.  (Preceded by Adoration from




10.30 p.m. to 11.15 p.m.)  




The regular 8 p.m. Vigil Mass will be celebrated, as usual.

Next Sunday, 1 January (New Year’s Day), is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, and is observed as World Day of Peace.
DEATHS AND ANNIVERSARIES: You are kindly asked to remember in your prayers those who died recently, and the following, whose anniversaries occur: Noel O’Connell, Kathleen Walsh, Padraig Delaney, Kathleen Buckley, Tony Roche, Bertie Linehan, Clare Healy, Margaret Crowley, Jack O’Regan, Pat Healy, Denis & Kitty O’Leary, Joe & Joan Condon, Con O’Leary, Joe Foley, Tadhg Barry, Sharon Barry, Bridie Barry, Dan Dineen, Michael J. Cahalane, Eileen Cahalane, Jack Wilson, Steve Wallace. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

NO HOLY HOUR IN AGHABULLOGUE CHURCH tomorrow (Monday), 26 December. The regular Holy Hour will resume on Monday, 2 January, from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

ADORATION, IN PREPARATION FOR THE NEW YEAR OF 2012, in St. John’s Church, Aghabullogue, on Saturday next, 31 December, from 10.30 p.m. to 11.15 p.m., followed by Mass, in honour of Our Lady, at 11.30 p.m.
‘POBAL DÉ’, the Cloyne Diocesan Magazine, is not being published this year. The Diocesan Directory will be published in the New Year. 

FEASTDAYS DURING THE COMING WEEK

Monday:  St. Stephen, First Martyr.

St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was one of those in charge of the poor and needy. He is outstanding for his forgiveness of his enemies. Patron of deacons, stonemasons and bricklayers.

Tuesday:  St. John, Apostle and Evangelist.

St. John, brother of James, son of Zebedee, the disciple whom Jesus loved, is traditionally said to have died at Ephesus. He is considered to be the author of the Fourth Gospel, the Book of Revelation, and three Letters. The Letters especially teach the law of love; he is said in his old age to have preached only one message - Love one another.  
Wednesday:  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs.

“The flight into Egypt and the massacre of the Holy Innocents make manifest the opposition of darkness to the light: ‘He came to his own home, and his own people received him not.’ Christ’s whole life was lived under the sign of persecution. His own share it with him. Jesus’ departure from Egypt recalls the exodus and presents him as the definitive liberator of God’s people.”

Friday:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

The Holy Family is seen as the model of the human family, the religious community and the Church itself. The celebration of the Incarnation has brought us to see God’s closeness. In the Holy Family we see the ordinariness of the life of Jesus, the simple acceptance by Mary and Joseph of the marvels of God. In the daily life of family and community we can touch the divine, we can come close to God. But we have to learn to live centred on God, with respect and love for each other.

EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION AND PRAYERS FOR PARISHIONERS in St. Patrick’s Church, Coachford, on Friday next, 30 December, from after 9.15 a.m. Mass until 7 p.m.

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS can be handed in any time during the coming weeks. Thank you. Thanks to those who have already handed in their contributions.

“ECHOES OF LOURDES 2007-2011”, a 50-page booklet, is a collection of memories of visits to the Grotto at Lourdes in recent years, with many colour photographs. It is available, at a cost of €8, including post and packaging, from John Arnold, Bartlemy, Fermoy (025-36715 / (087) 9538077).

INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 2012 – BOOKINGS: Bookings to attend the 50th International Eucharistic Congress are live on www.iec2012.ie  You can book for 7 days, for 3 days or for a single day. You can decide to come as an individual, as a family or as a group. Do not leave it to the last minute! Read more about the different possibilities of booking for the Congress and book now! Volunteers are also required to ensure the smooth running of the event. If interested, check out www.iec2012.ie/volunteer

ENVELOPES FOR CHURCH COLLECTIONS 2012 are being distributed at present. You are kindly asked to be as generous with your contributions this coming year as you have been throughout 2011. Thank you.

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRISTMAS

The twenty-fifth day of December: After the passage of countless centuries from the creation of the world, when in the beginning God created heaven and earth and formed man in his own image, and very many centuries from the time when after the flood the Almighty had set his bow in the clouds, a sign of the covenant and of peace; in the twenty-first century from the migration of Abraham, our father in faith, from Ur of the Chaldees; in the thirteenth century from the departure of the people of Israel from Egypt under the leadership of Moses; in about the thousandth year from the anointing of David as king according to the prophecy of Daniel; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; in the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the City of Rome; in the forty-second year of the rule of Caesar Octavian Augustus; while the whole world was at peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the Eternal Father, desiring to consecrate the world by his most gracious coming, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit, and when nine months had passed after his conception, is born as man in Bethlehem of Judah from the Virgin Mary: the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
A DONKEY FOR CHRISTMAS - AN APPEAL FROM BISHOP MOSSIE CROWLEY (DIOCESE OF KITALE, KENYA): Many internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the homeland of the Sabaot community, in Kenya,  rely on donkeys to ferry people to hospital, transport farm produce to the market and to carry firewood, water and luggage across rugged mountainous terrain. Recently, Bishop Mossie presented 10 donkeys to the IDPs to assist them in transporting their produce to the market, among other uses. Bishop Mossie asks for support from well wishers to improve the livelihood of the affected families. An adult donkey costs between Ksh 7,000 and 10,000. It can also be hired out to carry luggage and cultivate gardens. Donations can be made through the Catholic Diocese of Kitale. You can also pass on any contributions to Fr. Peadar for forwarding to Bishop Mossie. Bishop Mossie wishes all parishioners of Aghabullogue Parish a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a New Year of hope and fortitude. 

COACHFORD SWIMMING GROUP - SWIMMING HOUR, at Brookfield Leisure Centre, on Saturday nights, from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m., will recommence on Saturday, 21 January, 2012, weather permitting. All welcome. If interested, please contact Dolores, at 086-1702103.

CHIROPODY - Coachford Care of the Aged would like to advise that the next Chiropody Clinic will be held in Coachford Community House on Friday next, 30 December. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered for the intentions of supporters of ‘Care of the Aged’ and those they have been privileged to assist, in any way, over the past number of years. 

IRISH GUIDE DOGS - USED STAMPS: On behalf of the Irish Guide Dogs Association, Maurice Cogan, expresses sincere thanks to all who contributed to the used stamp collection, and to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous year to come. Any used stamps you have, after the Christmas Card deliveries, can be placed in the containers in the church porches. Thank you.

WE ARE WRITERS! - A COLLECTION OF WRITINGS BY RYLANE N.S. PUPILS: This beautiful collection of writings by each child attending Rylane N.S., from Junior Infants up to 6th Class, is a beautiful record of the thoughts, dreams and schemes of each individual pupil and is a real gem. It will make a wonderful keepsake for the children, their families and teachers and will make very interesting reading for all of them in ten and twenty years time. If you would like to purchase a copy, you can do so through the school, or Crowley’s Shop, Rylane, at a cost of €8 per copy. It will make interesting, humorous and uplifting reading over the Christmas period. Well done, to all involved. 

2011 ACR ACHIEVERS: AGHABULLOGUE COACHFORD RYLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL, is seeking nominations for the first Annual Achievers Awards. Please, nominate the local  person, or group, you feel deserves to be recognised for their achievements. Nomination forms are available in all local shops and church porches until 15 January, 2012.

TIDY COACHFORD - Sincere thanks to all who helped with clean-ups in the Coachford area during the year, 

Thanks, too, to the groups in both Aghabullogue and Rylane who helped keep their local areas neat and tidy. Best wishes to you all for Christmas and many more clean-ups in 2012.

BINGO in Dripsey National School on Thursdays, at 8 p.m. Your support would be very much appreciated. Thank you.

RYLANE CHRISTMAS TREE – SPONSOR A BULB for the Christmas tree which will be erected outside Rylane Church and help to raise funds for Rylane N.S. The bulbs will be lit in memory of a loved one who passed away, in celebration of someone's life or in honour of anyone you choose, especially family members abroad. Cards and envelopes are available through the school, at Crowley's Shop, the Anvil Bar and after the 11.30 a.m. Mass on Sundays, at a cost of €5 each, and 3 for €10. (You can write the name of the person you sponsor on the larger card and put it in the envelope with your donation. These will be returned to the school where they will be laminated and hung up inside the church with ribbons. The second laminated, smaller card can be sent to your loved ones, letting then know you sponsored a bulb in their name).
COACHFORD ACTIVE RETIRED ASSOCIATION always welcomes new members. So, if you are over 50, retired or semi-retired, male or female, and have time on your hands, it’s guaranteed you won’t regret joining Coachford Active Retired Association. Following is a list of some activities: Monday: 10.30 a.m. – Short-Mat Bowling, in G.A.A. Hall; 11 a.m. - Computer classes in Coachford College. Tuesday: 10.30 a.m. - Dancing in G.A.A. Hall; 2 to 3 p.m. - use of the Gym in the Castle Grounds; 7.30 p.m. - Bowling, in the G.A.A. Hall. Wednesday: 10 a.m. - Aqua Aerobics, in Castle Leisure Centre, Macroom. Thursday: - use of the Gym in the Castle Grounds, Macroom. Friday: 10.30 a.m., .weather permitting, some not too strenuous walking, meeting at G.A.A. Hall. On the last Monday of each month, the Book Club meets at 2.30 p.m., in The Community House, and on the last Thursday of each month, Lacemakers meet at 10.30 a.m., in the G.A.A. Hall. You can contact Nora, at 7334036, or Ber, at 7334284,  for further information.   

THE ISPCC’S CORK OFFICE is now recruiting for Childline and Advocacy Volunteers. Full Training is provided. If you are interested in joining, please contact Sinead McKee on smckee@ispcc.ie or 086 722 6788 for more details.

SPANISH CLASSES will resume on the first Thursday in February - 2 February. More details nearer the time. 

RYLANE CAR PARK EXTENSION: Work on the extension to Rylane Car Park has been completed, with the parking bays now fully lined. These parking bays are for the sole use of the elderly and the less than mobile. Please, respect their use for our elderly Mass-goers and, please, ensure the entrance to this section of the Car Park is always accessible, not just for Mass-goers, but also in case an ambulance ever has to be called to the church. Thank you for your kind co-operation in this regard.

**************************************************************

The Music of Christmas is Laughter;

The Warmth of Christmas is Friendship;

And the Spirit of Christmas is Love.

EXTRACT FROM POPE BENEDICT XVI’S MESSAGE FOR WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2012

‘EDUCATING YOUNG PEOPLE IN JUSTICE AND PEACE’

The beginning of a new year, God’s gift to humanity, prompts me to extend to all, with great confidence and affection, my heartfelt good wishes that this time now before us may be marked concretely by justice and peace. 

With what attitude should we look to the New Year? We find a very beautiful image in Psalm 130. The Psalmist says that people of faith wait for the Lord “more than those who watch for the morning”; they wait for him with firm hope because they know that he will bring light, mercy, salvation. This waiting was born of the experience of the Chosen People, who realized that God taught them to look at the world in its truth and not to be overwhelmed by tribulation. I invite you to look to 2012 with this attitude of confident trust. It is true that the year now ending has been marked by a rising sense of frustration at the crisis looming over society, the world of labour and the economy, a crisis whose roots are primarily cultural and anthropological. It seems as if a shadow has fallen over our time, preventing us from clearly seeing the light of day. In this shadow, however, human hearts continue to wait for the dawn of which the Psalmist speaks. Because this expectation is particularly powerful and evident in young people, my thoughts turn to them and to the contribution which they can and must make to society. I would like therefore to devote this message for the XLV World Day of Peace to the theme of education: “Educating Young People in Justice and Peace”, in the conviction that the young, with their enthusiasm and idealism, can offer new hope to the world. 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR ST. OLAN’S CONFERENCE OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL (Serving Aghabullogue, Coachford and Rylane)

The local St. Olan’s Conference of St. Vincent de Paul is now established and meetings are held on every second Wednesday night for the moment. All the members of the Conference are a very committed group of individuals and are very anxious to help anyone in need. If you feel the local Conference can answer a need or alleviate a problem, you can contact members, in strictest confidence, on the local Conference mobile - 087-1728280. The Tuckey Street, Cork, contact number is 021-4270444. 

Conferences are always in need of funds to help those who contact them and need a helping hand at crisis moments in their lives. If you would like to donate a sum of money, no matter how small, to help the local Conference to meet the demands on it, you can hand your donation to Fr. Peadar and it will be handed on to the Conference Treasurer, for lodgement to the Conference account. Individuals who would like to organise a fundraising event are welcome to do so and all donations will be gratefully received and acknowledged. Thank you. Sincere thanks to those who have already made very generous contributions to the local Conference. Your generosity is very much appreciated.

Christmas thoughts are flowing

     Out to those we love,

Christmas magic growing,

     Bright stars shine above.

Memories of other times

     Many songs were sung,

Candlelight and silver chimes -

     When the world was young.

Wishing joy and love and peace,

     Happiness to share,

Hoping blessings all increase,

     Goodwill everywhere.

Christmas love is flowing

     Touching heart and hand,

May it keep on growing -

     Filling every land.                  (Iris Hesselden)

